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Calendar Calling Junior 
USA Scientists!

 

We are interested in helping  
provide international  

experience in Latin America to 
junior scientists and students  

from the USA.  
We have resources for this  

purpose; a network of contacts,  
particularly in Argentina, Brasil, 
Chile, and Mexico; and strong  

encouragement by the  
International Division of the NSF.  

Contact us immediately if  
interested. 

November 29-30, 2005
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Nature of Technology, Technology of Nature (TNNT) Workshop to be 
held at the Embassy Suites Hotel.

February 27-March 3, 2006
Los Angeles, California
òSwarming by Nature and by Designó Program: The diverse back-
grounds of the attendees and a multi-format workshop structure will 
help forge new scientific relationships and collaborations.

March 6-10, 2006
Rio de Janeiro, Brasil
Mathematical Methods and Modeling of Biophysical Phenomena. This 
is the third workshop organized by IMPA on the subject of mathemati-
cal methods and modeling of biophysical phenomena. The main goal is 
to bring together students and researchers from areas connected to the 
biophysical sciences where mathematics plays an ever increasing role.

September 2006
Vi¶a del Mar, Chile
Southern Workshop on Granular Materials, stressing the physics, 
mathematics and engineering of sand and related matter.



Director of the Consortium
Professor V. M. (Nitant) Kenkre

(505) 277-4846
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Visit our webpage at:
http://consortium.unm.edu
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Recent Visitors
to the Consortium
1 Maximino Aldana (M®xico)
1 Enrique Balleza (M®xico)
1 Gustavo Camelo Neto (Brasil)
1 Orazio Descalzi (Chile) 
1 Daniel Dom²nguez (Argentina) 
1 Victor Dossetti (M®xico)
1 Mauricio Fortes (M®xico) 
1 Miguel Fuentes (Argentina)
1 Katja Lindenberg (UCSD)
1 Roberto Monetti (Argentina)
1 Osbaldo Resendis (M®xico)
1 Ira Schwartz (Naval Research)
1 Alwyn Scott (U of AZ - Tucson)
1 Lev Tsimring (UCSD)

Newsletter Editor:
Stephanie Martin
smartin@unm.edu
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The Consortium enterprise continues to be applauded, sup-
ported, and joined by new enthusiasts. A series of lectures on 
genetic networks was conducted this summer by Maximino 
Aldana who is visiting from UNAM in Mexico. Lectures were 
delivered during week-long visits to the Consortium by Katja 
Lindenberg from San Diego, Alwyn Scott from Tucson, and 

Lev Tsimring from San Diego. Consortium scientists from the USA were invited this Fall to Bariloche, 
Argentina and Caracas, Venezuela. New topics of intense current research at the Consortium are sin-
gular perturbation theory and synchrony. The former is being applied to topics ranging from Bose-Ein-
stein condensation, being analyzed by Jayanthi Santhanam in collaboration with Vladimir Konotop from 
Lisbon, to fall-outs from our ancient investigations in the thermal conductivity of boron carbides being 
studied by Yiu-man Wong in collaboration with Marek Kus. The latter was the subject of a series of talks 
by Alejandro Aceves, Chair of our Mathematics Department. 

Synchrony, a subject with much relevance to biological clocks (as well as other time devices), started 
this summer for us with the studies of a Brazilian visitor, Rodrigo Lima, and is going in new directions 
including those with cardiac relevance. Ana Tereza Silva from Santana in Brazil, who recently finished 
her stay at the Consortium, studied correlations, spatial and otherwise, in the theory of the spread of epi-
demics. Professor Kus visited us from Warsaw this summer and spoke to us about quite a different topic 
from these, quantum entanglement, at a joint seminar with the Center for Advanced Studies. Another 
collaborative visit to the Consortium but involving that Center will be by an experimentalist, Professor 
Paulo Nussenzveig from S«o Paulo, to take place towards the end of this calendar year. We continue, as 
actively as ever, with our international and interdisciplinary pursuits.

ñ V. M. Kenkre, November 15, 2005

We share with you, below, a communication we received from Celestyna, a junior US scientist whose 
visit to Latin America for a semester was facilitated by the Consortium. Celestynaõs narration focuses 
not on mathematical equations or scientific findings, but on her joie de vivre released by the Chilean 
landscape. We here at the Consortium feel that such cultural enrichment is at least as important as 
scientific exchange.

I took last week off from school and traveled up north to the Atacama desert by way of a little town called 
Ovalle. It was a welcome break from the noise and smog of Santiago. Ovalle is supposed to have the 
countryõs biggest fresh fruit and vegetable market, and so I went to check it out, lured by the rumors of 
fresh goat cheese. Not only was there fantastic cheese, but olives the size of melons, and produce enough 
to feed the worldõs population of rabbits. 

A funny incident occurred, which I will relate. A man passed and made the sort of comment a 
rude man might make to a clearly non-Chilean woman. Normally, I would have let it go, but after a six-
hour-long bus ride I was feeling a little grumpy, so I called him on it, and he muttered and we parted 
ways. But later on I ran into him again, and I was a little afraid, but he was like a completely different 
person ñ he overheard me asking about the cheese, and offered to take me to it, and did so very po-
litely. It was very interesting. 

The next day I left on a two-day horseback riding trip into the Andes, with some very nice Dutch and 
Swiss people, and it was very beautiful, there were these saguaro-like cactuses that were blooming huge 
white flowers, and insect-eating pitcher plants, and pink pepper trees. We rode up into the mountains, 
some parts of which reminded me a little of New Mexico, especially the area around Abiquiu up north, 
and down through a little village, and saw lots of goats. The horses were exquisite ñ surefooted, obedient, 
beautiful.

Then I went further up north to San Pedro de Atacama, where I visited the highest geyser field in 
the world. Itõs really beautiful ñ you have to leave at 4 AM to see it because the plumes and fumaroles are 
best illuminated by the morning light, and you go in a huge van driven by someone who believes in the 
road less traveled and the aphorism òwhat doesnõt kill you makes you stronger,ó and demonstrates this 

See Notes Page 2

Notes from the Field Celestyna Brozek




